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Sabetha Superintendent honored by Wichita Heartspri ng 

 
Wichita, Kan. – Caring and planning was all it took for Sabetha Superintendent Dennis 

Stones to ensure that a student with special needs in his school district receive an 

appropriate education.  

After observing a student while in kindergarten, Stones realized that the student would 

require services in the future that the school district would be unable to provide. Stones 

began to plan for this student’s educational future and the costs that would arise from 

placing the student residentially.  

Because of his insight and thoughtful planning, the student is now receiving services at 

Heartspring, a residential and day school in Wichita, Kansas.  

Recently Heartspring presented Stones with the Works of Wonder Award during their 

annual recognition dinner July 10, for his outstanding effort to help children with special 

needs.  
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“Dennis Stones is a unique individual. I have been involved in special education for 

many years and have never heard of a superintendent being that proactive for an 

individual student. A special student at that,” said Jerry Stewart, Heartspring Executive 

Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. 

Mr. Stones has been in the Sabetha School district for the past 15 years serving as a 

principal, assistant superintendent and superintendent. Stones was a 2005 recipient of 

the Civic Star Award at the American Association of School Administrators National 

Conference on Education for his work to relieve hunger in Mozambique.  

For more than 70 years, Heartspring has pioneered many breakthroughs for individuals with special 

needs.  Today, Heartspring serves children with varying degrees of disabilities including autism, cerebral 

palsy, Down syndrome, mental retardation and other developmental disabilities.  Our expertise at 

Heartspring School is recognizing the special needs of children as individuals, then guiding them to their 

greatest potential in all aspects of their life.  Through the years, we’ve used that expertise to help children 

through Heartspring Pediatric Services and individuals of all ages through the Heartspring Hearing 

Center. For more information please call Katie Bishop at 316-634-8821 or email at 

kbishop@heartspring.org 
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